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Constitutional doctrine and the Voting 
Rights Act. 

These are just two examples of a 
broader indifference President Bush 
has shown to the social, economic, and 
legal obstacles African-Americans are 
forced to overcome in their ongoing ef-
fort to achieve real equality. 

Affirmative action has proven bene-
ficial in combating past discrimination 
and it remains necessary today. Judge 
Pickering is just one of a host of judi-
cial nominees opposing civil rights 
President Bush has put forth as part of 
a larger effort to pack the Federal 
courts with ultra-conservative 
ideologues. 

Each of us must do our part to ad-
vance the legacy of Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr., and to promote civil rights 
equality. I will continue to provide 
leadership in the 109th Congress to help 
minority businesses, increase access to 
education and health care, improve job 
growth, and fight racial profiling. 

I hope that President Bush and the 
entire Congress will do the same. 
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TRIBUTE TO STEVE BEASLEY 

Mr. BAUCUS. Mr. President. I rise 
today to say a few words of thanks to 
Steve Beasley, an outstanding agri-
culture economist at USDA who re-
cently completed a year-long fellow-
ship on the Senate Finance Committee. 
Steve’s service to the committee, and 
by extension to the State of Montana, 
will be remembered fondly and with 
great appreciation. 

A year ago I was able to snag Steve 
away from his job at the Foreign Agri-
culture Service at the Department of 
Agriculture. He brought to us years of 
experience in foreign market develop-
ment and capacity-building. During his 
time with the committee, his expertise 
proved invaluable as he worked on cal-
culating the effects of the North Amer-
ican Free Trade Agreement on Mon-
tana agricultural products, analyzing 
the effect of agricultural trade liberal-
ization on crop prices over the past few 
years, as well as helping prepare me for 
trade missions to Australia, New Zea-
land, China, Japan, and Thailand. 

Half of my State’s economy is based 
on agriculture, and the work Steve did 
for us will serve us for the next several 
years as we examine the effects of 
trade on our economy’s largest sector. 
I am sad to see him go, but I know the 
USDA is eager to get him back. I thank 
him for his hard work over this past 
year, and I wish him all the luck in the 
future. 
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TRIBUTE TO MR. PAUL KASTEN 

Mr. BURNS. Mr. President, Senator 
BAUCUS and I are honored today to pay 
tribute to Paul Kasten and thank him 
for the exceptional service and com-
mitment he has given to the people of 
Montana. Mr. Kasten served faithfully 
with the U.S. Postal Service, particu-
larly to Montanans along the 
Brockway, Paris, Watkins, and Flow-

ing Wells rural mail route loop. As he 
celebrates a well-deserved retirement, 
let it be known that he leaves behind a 
memorable and strong legacy, spanning 
57 years of dedicated service to the U.S. 
Postal Service, his eastern Montana 
mail route loop, and the people of the 
State of Montana. We know Congress-
man REHBERG sends his support and 
congratulations as well for Paul’s sig-
nificant achievement. 

Beginning with a team of horses, Mr. 
Kasten delivered the mail faithfully to 
this frontier mail route for 57 note-
worthy years, honorably upholding the 
U.S. Postal Service’s code of conduct. 
In fact, he has gone above and beyond 
the call of duty on many occasions, de-
livering groceries and other necessary 
items to many people along this re-
mote mail route during his tenure. It is 
clear that Mr. Paul Kasten has cease-
lessly served the U.S. Postal Service 
and the State of Montana for nearly six 
decades, and is justly deserving of the 
honor due to him today. It is with 
great pride that Senator BAUCUS and I 
bring to the attention of this great 
body the hard work that Mr. Kasten 
has completed, both to the State of 
Montana and to Montana’s people. 
Thank you for all your commendable 
service, Paul, and we wish you and 
your family all the best in your future 
endeavors. 
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ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

HONORING DENNIS WIESE 

∑ Mr. JOHNSON. Mr. President, I rise 
today to publicly commend the work of 
Mr. Dennis Wiese, President of South 
Dakota Farmers Union, SDFU, for his 
12 years of dedicated service to South 
Dakota’s farmers, ranchers and rural 
people. After six and a half terms as 
President of SDFU, Dennis has decided 
not to seek reelection and will begin 
his own consulting business in his 
hometown of Flandreau, SD. 

Over the years, Dennis has been ex-
traordinarily committed to South Da-
kota agriculture and is a real ambas-
sador for farming and ranching in the 
state. As chair of the National Farmers 
Union subcommittee that worked on 
the farm bill rural development sec-
tion, Dennis’ insight was invaluable, 
during negotiations on the Farm Secu-
rity and Rural Investment Act of 2002. 

Since its establishment in 1914, 
South Dakota Farmers Union has con-
sistently been a voice for family farm-
ers and ranchers, always striving to 
improve the business climate for agri-
culture and the quality of life for all 
South Dakotans. Now, 91 years later, 
SDFU is regarded as the leader on 
issues concerning concentration in the 
agri-business sector. I have always 
been able to rely on Dennis and the 
SDFU for the backing needed to stand 
up for the family agricultural pro-
ducers and the special position they 
hold America’s business and cultural 
structure. Always looking to improve 

the quality of rural living, Dennis has 
been a consistent champion for fair 
trade, even when the notion has been 
unpopular to some. Throughout his 
presidency, Dennis faced some difficult 
situations. However, he never lost 
focus on the concerns that are impor-
tant to South Dakotan’s and continued 
to work for the betterment of rural 
America. 

Under Dennis’ leadership, SDFU has 
enhanced the lives of thousands of 
South Dakotans through various edu-
cational programs, particularly those 
aimed at the younger generation of 
farmers. Involvement in the SDFU edu-
cation program jumped from 389 young 
producers enrolled in camps in 1997, to 
over 1,200 participants in the most re-
cent camps. These camps teach young 
people about the benefits of coopera-
tives and shared responsibility, as well 
as the important rural values that 
make South Dakota stronger. As Den-
nis noted in his farewell speech to 
SDFU: 

The most important Farmers Union is not 
the Farmers Union of yesterday. It is not the 
Farmers Union that I inherited from Dallas 
Tonsager, or the one we enjoy today. The 
most important Farmers Union is the one we 
turn over to the next generation of Farmers 
Union leaders. The most important Farmers 
Union is the Farmers Union of tomorrow. 

Dennis’ hard work as president is re-
flected in the impressive legacy he 
leaves behind. SDFU has a strong, ex-
panding membership, and prosperous 
and thriving education program filled 
with innovative ideas to revitalize 
South Dakota’s rural communities. 

It is with great honor that I share 
Dennis’ accomplishments with my col-
leagues and publicly commend him for 
excellently serving South Dakota and 
family farmers. I wish the very best for 
him, his wife Julie, and his children 
Dayton, Kyle, Owen, Austin and 
Elysa.∑ 

f 

HONORING DR. VINE DELORIA, JR. 
∑ Mr. JOHNSON. Mr. President, it is 
with great honor that I publicly com-
mend Dr. Vine Deloria, Jr., for receiv-
ing the American Indian Visionary 
Award. 

Dr. Deloria, a member of the Stand-
ing Rock Sioux tribe, is a distinguished 
Native American scholar whose re-
search, writings, and teaching span his-
tory, law, religion, and politics. This 
award, given by the Native American 
publication, Indian Country Today, 
honors those who display ‘‘the highest 
qualities and attributes of leadership 
in defending the foundations of Amer-
ican Indian freedom.’’ This is an honor 
Dr. Deloria richly deserves. 

Born in 1933 in Martin, SD., Dr. 
Deloria has been at the forefront of 
American Indian activism since the 
1960s. As executive director of the Na-
tional Congress of American Indians 
from 1964 to 1967, Dr. Deloria fre-
quently worked with leaders whose ex-
perience dated back to the Indian Reor-
ganization Act of 1934. Consequently, 
Dr. Deloria attributes his involvement 
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